
Published in Bibliotheca Orientalis 60 (2003), 416-418 

 

KINET, D. -- 

Die Neue Echter Bibel. Ergänzungsband 2 zum Alten Testament. Geschichte Israels. 

 

Echter Verlag, Würzburg, 2001. 

(23 cm, 239). ISBN 3-429-02315-7. 

DM 48,-/ÖS 350,- 

 

Dirk Kinet teaches Biblical and oriental languages at the Catholic faculty of theology at 

the university of Augsburg. After his dissertation in 1977 on the book of Hosea (Ba'al und 

Jahwe : ein Beitrag zur Theologie des Hoseabuches, Frankfurt a.M.: Europäische 

Hochschulschriften Reihe 23, 87) he  published books on the surrounding cultures of ancient 

Israel: in 1981 a book on Ugarit (Ugarit: Geschichte und Kultur einer Stadt in der Umwelt des 

Alten Testamentes,  Stuttgart : Verlag Katholisches Bibelwerk) and in 1992 a travel-guide to 

Jordan (Kohlhammer Kunst- und Reiseführer). Now he has taken up the challenge of describing 

the history of ancient Israel. This book is part of a series in which already appeared a book on 

the period “between the testaments” by J. Maier (Zwischen den Testamenten. Geschichte und 

Religion in der Zeit des Zweiten Tempel, Die Neue Echter Bibel, Ergänzungsband 3 zum AT, 

Würzburg 1990). So Kinet can stop his survey at the end of the Persian empire (333 BCE). 

Unlike the book of Maier there is no description of the history of Israel’s religion. Kinet’s main 

purpose is to offer a methodologically sound presentation of the historical facts as they can be 

derived from the texts in the Old Testament and from other sources: archaeological data and 

especially textual evidence from surrounding cultures. 

Kinet begins with a discussion of methodological issues, the different sources for the 

history of Israel and the special character of the Old Testament as such a source. In the history 

of Israel he distinguishes the period of the rise of Israel as a nation (“Der Prozeß der 

Volkwerdung”), 1200-1000 BCE from the period from the rise of David until the victory of 

Alexander the Great over the Persians in 331. He - not quite correctly, since the kingdom of 

Judah ended in 587 -  calls this the period of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. This is 

subdivided according to the influence of neighbouring cultures into (I) the period of the small 

states in Syria and Palestine, (II) the Neo-Assyrian period, (III) the Babylonian period, and (IV) 

the period of the Persian supremacy. In an appendix he discusses the (lack of) references to a 

historical background in the Old Testament traditions about the patriarchs and the exodus. 

As could be expected in a series offering scientifically reliable surveys of the background 

of the Old Testament, Kinet does not break new ground or startle the reader with exciting new 

theories. He follows - which in most cases means: summarizes - the work of Herbert Donner, 

published in 1984-5. Kinet carefully seeks his way between a minimalist approach, which 

assumes no historical background at all for the kingdoms of Israel and Judah, and a maximalist 

of fundamentalistic approach, which sees the Old Testament as a reliable source even for the 



period of the patriarchs and uses facts from archaeology to prove this. When it comes to 

archaeology Kinet is very reluctant. He almost never assumes direct relations with events 

described in the Old Testament. He pays more attention to the ancient oriental writings, 

especially those of Assur, Babylon and Persia. The history of these empires is sketched quite 

detailed. Given the aforementioned expertise of the writer one wonders why he does not do the 

same with regard to the period before 1000 BCE. He now only shortly surveys the information 

about the ancient Egyptian dynasties and the Sea Peoples. This may have to do with his 

conviction that we know very little of Israel in this period. However, this can also be used as an 

argument for paying more attention to more reliable sources for the history of the area of Syria-

Palestine at the beginning of the Iron Age. 

As a rule Kinet lists all relevant, especially literary, sources for his reconstruction of the 

history of Israel. He includes and summarizes the Old Testament related material, although he 

often concludes that it is not historically reliable. In most cases the extra Biblical sources are 

treated more superficial. Only near the end of the book Kinet gives the reader a better chance to 

follow the line of argumentation by citing directly from the sources, viz. some of the ostraca of 

Lachish and in the appendix on the period before David, an Egyptian letter and the “Israel 

stele”. It would have added to the convincing power of this reconstruction and to the readability 

of his book when Kinet had left more room for such original texts.    

This holds also true for the archaeological material. When Kinet states that, for instance, 

that discoveries in Tell en-Nasbe confirm some facts as describes in the book of Kings, one 

would like this to be demonstrated and not merely indicated. 

Kinet does not pay much attention to the history of research. Not every exception to this 

rule is well chosen. It comes as no surprise that he discusses Martin Noth’s theory about the 

twelve tribes system, but it is at least surprising to find an excursus on Begrich’s views 

published in 1929 on the Syro-Ephraimite war. Recent issues, like the interpretation of the Dan 

stele or new ways of relating archaeology, anthropology, and sociology to the study of the 

history of Israel, would have deserved more attention instead. 

Kinet gives some references to recent research in the footnotes. Of course, it is impossible 

to cover the whole field, but it can be remarked that Kinet scarcely mentions alternative ideas 

and findings. For instance, in the rather extensive appendix on the traditions about the 

“Vorgeschichte Israels” he pays much attention to Egyptian sources, but he completely ignores 

the theory of Johannes de Moor about the “Rise of Yahwism” (Leuven 21997) using much of the 

same material, but coming to different conclusions.  

In the list of literature Kinet only mentions the handbooks to the history of Israel, since 

Julius Wellhausen 1880, and of those primarily the books within the historical-critical tradition. 

He has left out studies of a more fundamentalistic of evangelical signature and among others 

also studies from Latin-America like the book of J.S. Croatto, Historia de la salvacion, Florida 



(Arg.) 1966. Kinet had to restrict himself to the headlines and he did so accurately, but he could 

also have given some indications - for instance, in the list of literature - for a broader approach. 
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